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GLOUCESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


29,  Brunswick  Square, 


Gloucester. 
Telephone:  Gloucester  26223 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Gloucester  Rural  District  Council, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I am  submitting  this  Report  for  1970  as  Dr.  Stephen  Knight,  who 
was  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year,  had  retired  by 
the  time  some  of  the  information  became  available. 

This  Report  is  a Statutory  requirement  of  the  Public  Health 
Officers  Regulations,  1959. 

The  Vital  Statistics  which  are  very  satisfactory,  are  based  on  the 
figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General.  The  table  of  causes  of 
death  includes  the  codes  of  the  International  Classification;  omission 
of  a code  denotes  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause. 

The  notes  on  infectious  disease  indicate  a very  satisfactory 
position.  The  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  gives 
details  of  the  environmental  hygiene  and  sanitary  circumstances, 
it  also  outlines  some  present  day  problems. 

The  Surveyor  and  the  Housing  Officer  have  made  contributions 
which  make  the  Report  more  complete. 

I am  sure  Dr.  Knight  and  the  other  Officers  would  wish  me  to 
thank  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  support  and  encourage- 
ment throughout  the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  T.  Hunt. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE  (31.12.70) 

Chairman : F.  J.  Chamberlayne 
Vice-Chairman : W.  G.  Fear 


S.  G.  Aston 

J.  C.  Cairns  Terry 
C.  J.  de  Lisle  Wells 
A.  I.  Dodsworth 

T.  Errington 
W.  Evans 

P.  V.  Falconer 
G.  Howard 
C.  G.  Mayo 
R.  T.  Merrett 


T.  Morgan 
G.  A.  Neale 
K. H.  Plested 
G.  B.  W.  Savage 
Mrs.  K.  M.  Terry 
N.  E.  I.  Thomas 
G.  K.  Warren 
Major  P.  W.  Weller 
F.  W.  Wherrett 
W.  J.  Wickes 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF 

Stephen  Knight,  m.b.,  b.s.(lond.),  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  the  Tewkesbury  Borough,  Charlton 
Kings  Urban  District,  Gloucester  and  Cheltenham  Rural 
Districts  and  County  Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  North  Gloucestershire  Divisional  Area. 

S.  W.  D.  Harris,  c.s.i.b.,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.s.h.,  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  Petroleum  Officer. 

G.  G.  Viggers,  c.s.i.b.,  m.a.p.h.i.,  a.i.h.e.,  Deputy  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector. 

P.  M.  Iones,  c.s.i.b.,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.s.h.,  a.i.h.e.,  District  Public 
Health  Inspector. 

L.  S.  Scourfield,  c.s.i.b.,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.s.h.,  District  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

N.  J.  Davis,  c.s.i.b.,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.s.h.,  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

N.  J.  Billington,  c.s.i.b.,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.s.h.,  Additional  Public 
Health  Inspector  (resigned  4.10.70). 

Miss  I.  E.  C.  Morgan,  Administrative  Assistant. 

Miss  B.  L.  Cox,  Shorthand  Typist /General  Assistant. 

F.  Greenwood,  Senior  General  Assistant. 

W.  B.  Newman,  Rodent  Operator. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Area  (in  acres):  67,830 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimated  Home 

Population  mid  1970):  ...  ...  ...  ...  37,780 

(This  figure  includes  members  of  the  Armed 
Forces  stationed  in  the  District). 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (December  31st,  1970) 

according  to  rate  books:  11,641 

Rateable  Value  (December  31st,  1970):  £1,483,718 

Estimated  produce  of  a penny  rate  (1970/71):  ...  £5,930 

General  Rate  1970/71:  13s.  lid.  (County  Precept  11s.  2d.) 

Less  (a)  for  Domestic  Hereditaments  ...  Is.  8d. 

(b)  for  Mixed  Hereditaments  ...  lOd. 

(c)  for  Commercial  Hereditaments  ...  — 


ADOPTIVE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE  IN 

THE  DISTRICT 

1.  New  Streets  (adopted  1st  April,  1937). 

2.  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  similar  structures  (adopted  1st  Septem- 
ber, 1938). 

3..  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of  Food 
in  Open  Air  (adopted  28th  August,  1950). 

4.  Gloucestershire  County  Council  Act,  1956,  Section  141,  Water 
Supplies  to  occupied  houses  (adopted  1st  January,  1957). 

5.  Gloucestershire  County  Council  Act,  1956,  Section  166,  Regis- 
tration of  Hairdressers  and  Barbers  (adopted  1st  October, 
1965). 

6.  Gloucestershire  County  Council  Act,  1956,  Section  154,  Regis- 
tration of  Hawkers  of  Food  and  their  premises  (adopted  1st 
July,  1967). 
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Live  Births: 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Male 

Female 

T otals 

Legitimate  

279 

253 

532 

Illegitimate  

19 

19 

38 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

298 

272 

570 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

15.1 

Area  Comparability  factor 

• • • 

• • • • • « 

1.03 

Local  adjusted  Birth  Rate 

• • • 

• ♦ • • • • 

15.6 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live 

births 

7.0 

Still  Births: 

Male 

Female 

T otals 

Legitimate  

2 

5 

1 

Illegitimate  

— 

1 

1 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

2 

6 

8 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  14.0 

Total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  578 


Infant  Deaths: 

Male 

Female 

Totals 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age) 

Legitimate  

10 

4 

14 

Illegitimate  

1 

— 

1 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

11 

4 

15 

Neonatal  Deaths: 


(Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age) 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

5 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

5 

Total  ... 

• • • • • • 5 

5 

Early  Neonatal  Deaths 

(Deaths  of  infants  under 

Male  Female 

1 week  of  age) 

Totals 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

* • * • « • 

5 

Total  ... 

• • • * * • 5 

5 

5 


Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  ...  26.0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  26.0 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  26.0 

Neonatal  mortality  rate — 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  9.0 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate — 

Deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  9.0 

Perinatal  mortality  rate — - 

Stillbirth  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined  per  1,000 

total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  22.0 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 


Death  Rate 

There  were  408  deaths  during  the  year;  the  Rate  being  10.8 
per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the  area  com- 
parability factor  of  1.06,  this  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  11.4. 


Rates  Compared 

Gloucester 

Rural 

District 

County 

of 

Gloucester 

England 

and 

Wales 

Live  Birth  Rate 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  live 

15.1 

16.0 

16.0 

and  still  births) 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  per  1,000 
live  births  (deaths  of  infants 

14.0 

11.0 

13.0 

under  1 year) 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate,  per  1,000 
live  births  (deaths  of  infants 

26.0 

15.0 

18.0 

under  1 month) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths 
and  deaths  of  infants  under  1 

9.0 

10.0 

12.0 

week) 

22.0 

19.0 

23.0 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population) 

10.8 

10.6 

11.7 

Chief  Causes  of  Death 

Number 

Percentage  of 

of  Deaths 

total  Deaths 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

82 

20.0 

Other  heart  disease  

26 

6.4 

Other  circulatory  disease 

30 

7.4 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

55 

13.5 

Malignant  disease  

72 

17.6 

Pneumonia 

37 

9.1 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  ... 

17 

4.2 

Accidents 

22 

5.4 

6 


Code 

Causes  of  Death 

Total 

Male 

Female 

b4 

Enteritis  and  other  diarrhoeal  diseases  . . 

2 

— 

2 

Bi8 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

2 

2 

— 

B19  (1) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  buccal  cavity,  etc.  . . 

1 

1 

— 

B19  (2) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus 

2 

— 

2 

B19  (3) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

6 

2 

4 

B19  (4) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine 

14 

7 

7 

B19  (6) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

17 

12 

5 

B19  (7) 
B19  (8) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

7 

2 

7 

2 

B19  (10) 

Leukaemia  . . 

3 

1 

2 

B19  (11) 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

20 

14 

6 

B20 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 

1 

1 

— 

B21 

Diabetes  mellitus  . . 

4 

1 

3 

B24 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

B46  (5) 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

4 

3 

1 

B26 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

1 

— 

1 

B27 

Hypertensive  disease 

7 

3 

4 

B28 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

82 

44 

38 

B29 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

26 

10 

16 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  disease  . . 

55 

30 

25 

B46  (6) 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

30 

19 

11 

B31 

Influenza 

8 

4 

4 

B32 

Pneumonia  . . 

37 

17 

20 

B33  (1) 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

17 

15 

2 

B46  (7) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

4 

— 

4 

B34 

Peptic  ulcer 

1 

1 

— 

B35 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

1 

B36 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

4 

1 

3 

B37 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  . . 

2 

2 

B46  (8) 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

4 

2 

2 

B38 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . . 

2 

2 

— 

B46  (9) 

Other  diseases,  genito-urinary  system 

7 

5 

2 

B46  (11) 

Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 

2 

— 

2 

B42 

Congenital  anomalies 

4 

2 

2 

B43 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc. 

3 

3 

— 

B44 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

1 

1 

— 

BE47 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . 

10 

5 

5 

BE48 

All  other  accidents 

12 

4 

8 

BE49 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

2 

2 

— 

Totals 

4^ 

0 

00 

217 

191 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Measles 

There  were  171  notified  cases,  almost  entirely  during  the  last 
half  of  the  year.  Cases  arose  throughout  the  District  but  reached 
epidemic  proportions  at  Churchdown,  Brockworth  and  Innsworth. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Most  of  these  cases  arose  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and 
were  at  Churchdown  and  Brockworth. 

Infective  Jaundice 

Both  cases  of  jaundice  were  in  middle-aged  people  and  were 
probably  not  of  infective  origin. 
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Whooping  Cough 

There  were  only  two  cases  notified  and  these  were  in  the  High- 
nam  Parish. 

Meningitis 

There  was  a death  in  an  elderly  man. 

Infectious  Diseases — table  of  corrected  notifications 


Male 

Female 

T otal 

Measles 

155 

135 

290 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

15 

26 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

2 

4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Infective  Jaundice  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Acute  Meningitis 

1 

1 

Totals 

1 171 

154 

325 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

The  County  Health  Department’s  records  show  that  by  the  time 
children  in  the  District  are  ready  for  school,  87  per  cent  are 
immunised  against  diphtheria  and  tetanus,  85  per  cent  against 
whooping  cough  and  86  per  cent  against  poliomyelitis.  The  vast 
majority  of  this  protection  is  given  at  Local  Authority  Clinics. 

Forty-one  per  cent  are  vaccinated  against  smallpox  and  23  per 
cent  against  measles. 

Tuberculosis 

There  were  five  cases  notified  during  the  year,  all  had  pulmonary 
lesions;  three  were  men  (aged  69,  66,  62)  and  two  women  (aged 
47,  36). 

State  of  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year: 


1 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Pulmonary 

42 

38 

80 

Non-pulmonary 

7 

13 

20 

Totals 

49 

51 

100 

There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

DISTRICT 

Laboratory  Facilities 

The  examination  of  pathological  specimens,  and  the  bacterio- 
logical analyses  of  water,  milk  and  ice-cream  samples,  etc.,  are 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the  Glou- 
cester Royal  Hospital.  (There  is  no  charge  for  this  work). 

Chemical  analyses  of  samples  of  food,  water  and  sewage  taken 
by  this  Department,  are  examined  by  the  City  and  County  Analyst, 
Bristol. 
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Hospitals 

Persons  suffering  from  infectious  disease  and  needing  hospital 
treatment  are  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Over.  The 
hospital  is  administered  by  the  Gloucester,  Stroud  and  Forest 
Management  Committee. 

Child  Health  Clinics 

Meetings  of  Child  Health  Clinics  are  held  at  Brockworth, 
Churchdown,  Eastington,  Frampton-on-Severn,  Innsworth,  Norton, 
Quedgeley,  Upton  St.  Leonards,  Newnham-on-Severn,  and  West- 
bury-on-Severn.  There  is  also  a Mobile  Child  Health  Clinic  which 
serves  the  Tirley,  Maisemore  and  Whitminster  areas. 

These  clinics  are  most  useful,  nearly  all  mothers  with  babies 
attend.  The  bulk  of  the  work  falls  upon  the  ladies  of  the  Voluntary 
Committees.  The  community  is  much  indebted  to  them  for  their 
devotion  to  this  service. 

Home  Help  Service 

This  service  is  organised  by  the  County  Council  and  is  provided 
where  the  need  for  domestic  help  is  supported  by  the  family  doctor. 
Appeals  for  help  should  be  made  to  Miss.  J.  Hall,  Area  Home 
Help  Organiser  for  Gloucester  Rural  District  Council,  Telephone 
number  Gloucester  29612. 

National  Assistance  Act  1948,  Section  47 
National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951 

Removal  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  to  Welfare  Homes 
or  Hospitals.  This  Section  of  the  1948  Act  gives  the  Council  power 
to  apply  to  a Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  for  the  compulsory 
removal  of  aged  or  chronically  sick  persons  for  periods  of  up  to 
three  months,  if  they  are  living  in  insanitary  conditions  and  are 
unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiving  from  other 
persons,  proper  care  and  attention.  The  Amendment  Act  gives  the 
Medical  Officer  power  to  apply  to  a Justice  or  a Court  for  such  an 
Order  if  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the  person  to  remove  him  urgently. 

Several  old  people  were  visited  during  the  year  and  kept  under 
surveillance,  but  no  Order  was  obtained. 

Meals  on  Wheels 

The  Women’s  Royal  Voluntary  Service  act  as  the  agent  of  the 
County  Welfare  Department  to  organise  a meals-on-wheels  service 
in  the  Rural  District.  The  financial  deficit  on  the  service  is  made 
up  by  equal  contributions  from  the  County  Council  and  District 
Council.  At  present  the  whole  of  the  Rural  District  is  not  covered 
by  the  service  but  is  expected  to  be  provided  wherever  there  is  a 
need. 

A local  voluntary  organiser  is  responsible  for  each  scheme.  Mrs. 
P.  D.  Stone,  W.R.V.S.,  Rose  Cottage,  Amberley,  undertakes  the 
promotion  of  the  service  as  a whole. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

Mr.  S.  W.  D.  Harris,  c.s.i.b.,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.s.h. 

Details  of  the  Year’s  Work  are  presented  in  tabular  form  with 
supporting  text  where  necessary.  It  will  be  apparent  that  the 
primary  task  of  the  Department  is  to  safeguard,  and  where  possible 
to  improve,  the  environment  in  which  people  live.  This  is  achieved 
by  administering  the  various  statutes  from  which  the  Council  derive 
their  powers  and  duties  in  relation  to  public  health. 

As  a result  of  the  progressive  policies  of  successive  Councils, 
practically  all  the  houses  in  the  District  are  provided  with  a mains 
water  supply  and  a large  number  have  mains  drainage.  The  pro- 
vision of  these  facilities  has  resulted  in  many  older  houses  being 
modernised  and  given  a new  lease  of  life  where  they  would  other- 
wise have  been  only  suitable  for  demolition. 

Food  supplies  are  supervised  at  both  wholesale  and  retail 
premises.  Few  complaints  were  received  from  the  public  and  these 
mainly  related  to  the  keeping  quality  of  perishable  foods.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  date  stamping  of  food,  the  date  beyond  which  it 
should  not  be  consumed,  will  be  introduced  as  soon  as  possible. 

Comparisons  of  noise  levels  recorded  on  surveys  both  before 
and  after  the  construction  of  motorways  in  the  District  show  that 
there  has  been  a substantial  rise  in  noise  levels.  In  spite  of  the  fact 
that  in  some  cases  this  affected  residential  property,  it  is  significant 
that  no  complaints  were  received.  It  would  appear  that  people  are 
either  particularly  tolerant  of  this  ubiquitous  noise  source,  or  that 
they  only  complain  if  they  believe  there  is  some  hope  of  alleviation. 
The  pollution  of  semi-urban  and  rural  life  by  traffic  noise  is 
accepted  as  almost  an  “Act  of  God”  rather  than  resisted  as  an 
avoidable  and  serious  vitiation  of  the  environment. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Council  and  my  colleagues  in  other 
Departments,  also  the  Gloucester  Public  Health  Laboratory  and 
the  Public  Analyst  in  Bristol,  for  their  support  and  co-operation 
during  the  year. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Number  of 
Inspections 

Notices 

Served 

Defects 

after 

remedied 

notice 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Dwelling  Houses 

2,178 

44 

2 

33 

12 

Water  Supplies 

84 

4 

2 

4 

— 

Food  Premises 

244 

12 

1 

12 

1 

Slaughterhouses 

949 

7 

— 

6 

— 

Milk  and  Dairies 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

5 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Factories 

45 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

618 

27 

3 

26 

3 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

77 

13 

— 

11 

— 

Infectious  Disease 

22 

— 

— 

— 

Pests  . . 

68 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Caravans 

434 

15 

1 

14 

1 

Noise  Abatement 

124 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Petroleum 

174 

11 

— 

11 

— 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises 

69 

_ 

Hairdressers  . . 

12 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Health  Education 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Animal  Boarding  Establish- 
ments 

11 

1 

1 

Miscellaneous 

420 

24 

— 

21 

— 

Total 

5,547 

164 

10 

144 

18 

The  table  shows  the  inspections  which  were  required  in  order  to 
carry  out  the  Council’s  duties  under  the  various  statutory  pro- 
visions relating  to  public  health. 

Matters  requiring  attention  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  by  the  public.  Members  of  the  Council,  Parish 
Councils  and  by  Members  of  Parliament.  In  addition,  many  in- 
spections e.g.,  of  food  premises,  houses  and  factories  are  necessary 
to  comply  with  the  law. 

In  spite  of  a large  volume  of  work  there  were  very  few  instances 
when  it  was  necessary  to  resort  to  formal  action.  This  excellent 
result  has  only  been  achieved  after  the  expenditure  of  much  time 
and  patience  by  the  staff,  to  whom  my  thanks  are  especially  due. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


Public  Health  Acts,  1936  and  1961 
Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Acts,  1944 — 1961 

Water  Act,  1945 
Water  Resources  Act,  1963 

The  North  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Board  supplies  water  to 
the  District,  most  of  which  is  now  provided  with  a mains  supply. 

Consistently  good  results  were  shown  as  a result  of  regular 
chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  mains  supplies. 

The  Village  of  Haresfield  has  been  supplied  for  many  years 
from  local  springs,  the  water  from  which,  after  being  impounded 
on  the  hillside,  was  distributed  by  a piped  supply  to  the  Village. 
This  water  was  deficient  both  in  quantity  and  quality  and  during 
the  year  the  Council  approved  a scheme  designed  to  provide  the 
Village  with  a mains  supply  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £4,772.00. 

A small  number  of  properties  are  still  supplied  from  shallow 
wells  and  it  is  inevitable  in  such  a scattered  Rural  District  that 
some  of  these  will  never  be  provided  with  a mains  supply.  Advice 
regarding  filtration  and  chlorination  is  given  by  the  Department 
on  request. 


RURAL  SANITATION 
Cleansing  of  Cesspools 

Cesspools  serving  domestic  properties  are  cleansed  free  of  charge 
under  the  Council’s  Scheme  to  a maximum  of  two  cleansings  per 
year.  A charge  is  made  for  additional  services  as  is  the  case  with 
business  and  commercial  premises. 

Sewerage  schemes  in  various  Rural  Parishes  are  proceeding  and 
when  these  are  completed  there  should  be  a significant  reduction 
in  the  number  of  cesspools  requiring  servicing  under  the  Council’s 
Scheme. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

Public  conveniences  are  sited  at  Arlingham  Passage,  Bristol 
Road,  Haresfield  and  at  Newnham.  No  particular  difficulties  were 
experienced  in  operating  these  during  the  year  and  damage  by 
vandals  was  minimal. 

With  the  coming  of  decimalisation  of  money  the  Council  con- 
sidered the  conversion  of  coin-operated  locks  at  Newnham  and  it 
was  decided,  in  consultation  with  the  Newnham  Parochial  Com- 
mittee, that  no  charge  be  made  for  the  use  of  these  conveniences. 

The  Department  is  keeping  under  review  the  need  for  additional 
public  conveniences  both  on  major  traffic  routes  and  in  urban 
localities  within  the  District. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

The  Council  are  required  to  administer  this  Act  which  is  designed 
to  ensure  that  existing  atmospheric  pollution  is  reduced  and  that 
new  buildings  are  equipped  only  with  combustion  plant  which  is 
capable  so  far  as  is  practicable  of  being  operated  without  emitting 
smoke. 

A large  number  of  complaints  alleging  nuisance  from  such 
varied  sources  as  the  flues  of  domestic  oil-burning  appliances, 
burning  off  the  insulation  from  electric  cables  and  combustible 
material  from  scrap  cars  were  investigated.  Where  appropriate, 
warning  notices  were  served  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to 
recommend  statutory  proceedings. 

The  year’s  work  may  be  summarised  as  follows: — 

(a)  Action  to  ensure  that  no  combustion  plant  was  installed 
in  factories  and  similar  premises  which  would  cause 
unnecessary  pollution. 

(b)  Ensuring  that  new  buildings  were  equipped  with  approved 
fuel  burning  appliances. 

(c)  Ensuring  that  the  chimneys  of  new  combustion  plant  were 
of  a suitable  height.  This  involved  reconciling  as  far  as 
possible  the  interests  of  public  health  with  those  of  aviation 
and  planning. 

(d)  Action  to  abate  smoke  nuisances. 

There  were  136  registered  factory  premises  in  the  Council’s 
District  on  31st  December,  1970. 

CARAVAN  SITES 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 
Caravan  Sites  Act,  1968 

Co-operation  with  the  County  Planning  Department  in  con- 
nection with  the  siting  of  individual  caravans  and  the  establishment 
of  caravan  sites  has  continued  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  both 
Authorities. 

I referred  in  my  report  last  year  to  the  fact  that  County  Councils 
were  required  to  provide  sites  for  gipsies  and  that  discussions  were 
in  progress  between  interested  authorities  to  provide  a suitable 
site.  These  discussions  were  continued  during  the  year  under 
review  with  positive  progress  having  been  achieved. 

The  problem  of  danger  to  health  arising  from  gipsies  camping 
on  highway  verges,  particularly  at  Highnam,  continued  throughout 
most  of  the  year  and  a great  deal  of  expense  was  incurred  by  the 
Council  in  removing  debris  and  other  rubbish  following  occupation 
of  land  by  gipsies. 

I confidently  anticipate  that  my  next  report  will  indicate  the 
elimination  of  circumstances  giving  rise  to  problems  of  this  nature. 
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Site  Licence  Conditions  which  the  Council  is  required  to  lay 
down  in  licensing  caravan  sites  follow  closely  the  Model  Standards 
recommended  by  the  Government.  Particular  emphasis  is  placed 
upon  the  provision  of  adequate  water  supply,  sanitation  and  fire 
precautions. 

A number  of  cases  of  harassment  within  the  terms  of  the  Cara- 
van Sites  Act,  1968  were  investigated  and  referred  to  the  Clerk  to 
the  Council  for  the  necessary  action. 

It  appears  that  even  when  full  provision  has  been  made  to  meet 
the  housing  needs  of  the  District  that  a significant  number  of 
families  will  prefer  to  live  in  the  modern  residential  caravan. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT 
Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

During  the  year  124  visits  were  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors 
to  administer  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

In  the  past  noise  nuisances  have  mainly  arisen  on  industrial  and 
commercial  premises,  but  during  the  year  a number  of  complaints 
were  received  in  relation  to  entertainment  activities.  Statutory 
action  was  recommended  in  one  case  where  the  nuisance  was  sub- 
sequently abated.  While  the  use  of  equipment  for  the  measurement 
of  sound  pressure  levels  and  octave  band  analysis  proved  useful  in 
our  investigations,  it  must  be  remembered  that  noise  assessment  is 
a very  subjective  matter  and  experience  shows  that  there  is  no 
substitute  for  the  human  ear. 

At  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  Rural  District  Councils 
Association,  a resolution  was  carried  urging  the  Government  to 
accelerate  research  and  strengthen  the  law  to  protect  the  public 
against  the  dangers  and  inconvenience  caused  by  excessive  noise. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  Council  operates  a service  which  gives  free  treatment  of 
domestic  premises  against  rats  and  mice.  In  the  case  of  other 
premises,  including  farms,  schools  and  factories,  treatment  is  given 
on  request  but  a charge  is  made  either  for  a single  treatment,  or  if 
preferred,  on  an  annual  contract  basis. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  table  below  that  the  Newnham  sewers 
were  again  found  to  be  rat  infested  and  this  system  will  continue 
to  require  regular  attention  until  such  time  that  new  sewers  are 
provided  for  the  Town. 

A substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  infestations  reported 
during  the  year  necessitated  193  additional  treatments  compared 
with  the  previous  year.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  this  in- 
crease is  due  to  “warfarin-resistance”  in  the  Council’s  District. 
Particular  attention  is  being  paid  to  this  factor  and  close  liaison 
is  maintained  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food. 
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Inspections 

Treatment 

Private  dwellings  (including  Council 

Properties)  ... 

1418 

367 

Farms 

308 

125 

Business  Premises 

139 

51 

Sewers 

222 

13 

Schools 

28 

9 

Residential  Homes 

28 

8 

Sewage  Works  and  Depots  ... 

118 

16 

Other  open  spaces 

33 

9 

Total 

2294 

598 

Sewers 

Action  Taken 

Result 

Frampton-on-Severn 

Test  Baited 

No  treatment 

Fretherne-with-Saul  ... 

55  55 

required 

55  55  55 

Maisemore 

55  55 

55  55  55 

Newnham-on-Severn 

Upton  St.  Leonards  ... 

Treatment 

Test  Baited 

Satisfactory 

No  treatment 

Westbury-on-Severn  ... 

(6  << 

required 

55  5 5 5 > 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1960 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924-52 
Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958 
Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations,  1958 

Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963 


Number 

fitted 

to 

comply 
with 
Reg.  16 

Regulation  19 

Type  of 
Business 

Total 

Number 

No.  of 
Inspec- 
tions 

No.  to 
which 
Reg.  19 
applies 

i_ 

Number 

fitted 

to 

comply 

Remarks 

Cafes  and  Canteens 

72 

34 

72 

72 

72 

This  includes 
school  canteens. 

Grocery  and  Provi- 

sion  Shops 

93 

81 

85 

79 

73 

This  includes 
sweet  shops 
and  chemists. 

Ice  Cream  Vendors 

78 

29 

78 

Registered  under 
S.16  Food  & 
Drugs  Act, 
1955.  Most  Ice 
Cream  sold  in 
the  District  is 
pre-packed. 

Butchers  Shops  . . 

11 

45 

11 

11 

11 

Six  shops  regis- 
tered under 
S.16  Food  & 
Drugs  Act, 
1955.  Sausage 
making. 

Fishmongers 

4 

6 

3 

3 

3 

This  includes 
fried  and  wet 
fish. 

Bakehouses 

2 

5 

2 

2 

2 

These  are  small 
and  only 
supply  a small 
proportion  of 
the  population. 

Licensed  Premises 

49 

41 

49 

49 

49 

Dairies 

4 

2 

4 

— 

— 

Wholesale  Premises 

(Food  Manufacture) 

3 

8 

3 

3 

3 

Inspected  under 
Food  Hygiene 
(General) 
Regulations, 
i960. 

Total 

316 

251 

307 

219 

213 
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FOOD  HYGIENE 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  1970 

In  August  of  last  year  the  Food  Flygiene  Regulations  were 
amended.  The  result  will  be  that  many  more  premises  will  come 
under  the  Council’s  jurisdiction,  also  they  will  be  required  to 
enforce  higher  standards  of  construction,  handling,  and  equipment 
in  food  premises. 

A quiet  revolution  is  taking  place  in  the  food  industry  which  is 
adapting  itself  to  the  needs  of  the  housewife  with  her  home  deep 
freeze  unit.  The  preparation,  storage  and  handling  of  a wide  range 
of  perishable  foods  for  this  market  now  demands  specialised 
knowledge  of  food  chemistry,  bacteriology  and  freezing  techniques. 
The  Council’s  Officers  were  called  on  a number  of  occasions  to 
examine  foods  following  the  failure  of  refrigeration  and  freezing 
equipment. 

There  is  an  increasing  public  demand  for  and  awareness  of  the 
need  for  high  standards  of  food  preparation  and  handling,  and  it 
is  significant  that  on  most  occasions  when  my  staff  give  lectures  on 
Environmental  Health  keen  interest  is  shown  in  current  trends  in 
food  preparation,  handling,  additives,  etc. 

A close  liaison  is  maintained  with  both  the  food  traders  in  the 
District  and  the  Laboratories  concerned  with  the  examination  of 
foodstuffs. 


ICE-CREAM 

During  1970,  four  premises  were  registered  under  Section  16  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 

ANTHRAX  ORDER,  1938 

No  cases  of  anthrax  were  reported  during  the  year. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

The  following  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  in  1970: — 

1.  Churchdown — Chapel  Hay. 

2.  Eastington — Alkerton  Place. 

3.  Westbury-on-Severn — The  Flatt. 

4.  Brookthorpe-with-Whaddon — Brickhouse  Farm. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  rose 
significantly,  but  in  spite  of  this  the  Council  maintained  a 100% 
ante  and  post  mortem  inspection  service.  After  protracted  nego- 
tiations with  the  traders  the  Council  exercised  their  right  under  the 
Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1966  to  amend  the 
hours  during  which  animals  were  allowed  to  be  slaughtered  in  the 
District.  This  gave  the  traders  the  maximum  freedom  in  operating 
their  businesses  consistent  with  the  Council’s  duty  to  ensure  that 
diseased  meat  should  not  reach  the  public. 
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Although  the  number  of  animals  inspected  rose  the  actual  in- 
cidence of  disease  fell  slightly  with  the  exception  of  cows  where 
over  90%  of  the  animals  inspected  had  some  form  of  disease  which 
necessitated  action  by  the  Council’s  Officers.  The  main  conditions 
found  in  animals  on  post  mortem  examination  continue  to  be 
fascioliasis  (liver  fluke),  cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  carcinoma,  hydatid 
disease,  ascaris  lumbricoides  (round  worms)  and  acute  pneumonia. 

Closer  controls  are  also  being  exercised  over  the  disposal  and 
sale  of  diseased  meat  to  ensure  that  sterilisation  takes  place  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Meat  (Sterilisation) 
Regulations,  1969. 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

Exclud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed 

1,869 

81 

148 

6,949 

4,025 

13,072 

Number  inspected  . . 

1,869 

81 

148 

6,949 

4,025 

13,072 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticercosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned . . 

1 

1 

6 

4 

12 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

381 

78 

13 

619 

542 

1,633 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticercosis 

20.4 

97-5 

9-5 

9.0 

13.6 

12.6 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

XI 

24 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  . . 

1.2 



___ 

0.6 

0.2 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . 

1 





1 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Total  weight  of  meat  or  organs  condemned  for: — 


(i)  All  diseases  except  tuberculosis  and  cysticercosis  ... 

(ii)  Tuberculosis 

(iii)  Cysticercosis 

Total 


(or  4 tons  1 cwt.  92  lbs.) 


9044  lb. 
85  lb. 
35  lb. 
9164  lb. 


Cysticercus  Bovis 
Regional  Infestation 

Number  Infested 

External  masseter  muscles  ...  ...  ...  1 

Internal  masseter  muscles  — 

Heart  musculature  — 

Other  sites  — 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
Condemnation  of  Foodstuffs 


Article 

N on-Preserved 

lb. 

Preserved,  tinned,  etc. 
lb. 

Meat 

9,394 

64 

Flour  and  Cereals  ... 

— 

— 

Vegetables 

44 

75 

Fish 

139 

— 

Cheese  & Fats 

— 

— 

Fruit 

— 

3,000 

Cream  & Evaporated  Milk 

— 

— 

Other 

159 

106 

Total  ... 

9,736 

3,245 

» *-■ 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Local  Organisations  have  again  shown  an  active  interest  in  the 
Council’s  Health  Education  Service  and  there  has  been  a steady 
demand  for  lectures  on  several  aspects  of  environmental  health. 

The  publicity  given  in  the  national  press  to  European  Con- 
servation Year  has  no  doubt  generated  interest  in  this  subject  as 
the  requests  for  lectures  on  problems  associated  with  conservation 
of  the  environment  have  predominated. 

A close  liaison  has  been  maintained  with  the  Gloucestershire 
County  Council  Health  Education  Service  and  projects  involving 
both  Departments  have  been  undertaken. 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1957 

Housing  in  Clearance  Areas  and 
Unfit  Houses  Elsewhere 

Houses  Demolished  During  the  Year: 

Number  of  houses  demolished  

Persons  displaced 

Families  displaced  

Unfit  Houses  Closed  During  the  Year: 

Number  of  houses  closed  

Persons  displaced 
Families  displaced 
Unfit  houses  made  fit 


1 

8 

2 


1 

1 
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Work  on  the  Housing  Survey  has  progressed  rather  more  slowly 
than  was  hoped,  as  with  a diminished  staff  and  the  increasing  call 
of  work  on  other  aspects  of  Environmental  Health,  notably  the  field 
of  food  hygiene,  the  amount  of  time  which  could  be  spent  on  this 
important  work  has  been  limited.  Nevertheless,  certain  facts  are 
emerging  and  it  seems  probable  that  the  final  figure  for  unfit  pro- 
perties will  be  considerably  more  than  was  anticipated. 

This  highlights  the  question  of  building  new  houses,  as  slum 
clearance  cannot  proceed  until  alternative  accommodation  is  avail- 
able. 

The  improved  grants  introduced  by  the  Housing  Act,  1969  have 
acted  as  a “shot  in  the  arm”  for  owners  of  sub-standard  property 
and  the  number  of  houses  being  re-habilitated  is  increasing. 
Scarcity  of  suitable  unoccupied  property  has  resulted  in  a sharp 
rise  in  the  purchase  price  and  it  is  also  of  interest  to  note  that 
houses  in  a semi-derelict  condition  which  have  remained  empty  for 
some  time,  are  now  being  renovated. 

Planning  policy,  which  restricts  building  in  the  countryside,  has 
created  a situation  where  the  demand  for  country  cottages  far 
exceeds  the  supply,  with  the  result  that  the  person  who  would 
normally  buy  a plot  of  land  upon  which  to  build,  is  forced,  if  he 
wishes  to  live  in  the  country,  to  purchase  an  existing  house.  Usually 
the  properties  which  can  be  purchased  with  vacant  possession,  are 
the  subject  of  Closing  or  Demolition  Orders  and  can  only  be  pur- 
chased at  an  inflated  price. 

One  unhappy  by-product  of  this  situation  is  that  frequently  the 
countryman  is  priced  out  of  the  market  by  townspeople  wishing  to 
move  out  and  is  thus  being  deprived  of  his  rightful  inheritance. 
Owners  of  tenanted  cottages,  attracted  by  the  inflated  prices  which 
vacant  possession  would  bring  are  reluctant  to  carry  out  repairs 
and  in  many  cases  actually  prefer  the  Local  Authority  to  make 
Closing  or  Demolition  Orders  in  respect  of  their  cottages  in  order 
that  the  tenants  will  be  re-housed  and  the  properties  made  avail- 
able for  sale. 
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Difficulties  have  been  experienced  from  time  to  time,  where 
schemes  for  the  renovation  of  sub-standard  properties  have  been 
submitted  to  the  Council,  which  also  require  Planning  Approval. 
Generally,  from  a Public  Health  viewpoint,  substantial  re-building 
would  result  in  a better  house,  but  frequently  planning  approval  is 
refused  with  the  result  that  although  a house  is  made  fit,  the 
standard  achieved  is  not  as  high  as  it  could  have  been.  There  does 
not  appear  to  be  a satisfactory  answer  to  this  problem,  and  it  must 
be  accepted  that  the  interests  of  Public  Health  and  Planning  are 
not  always  compatible. 

The  1969  Housing  Act  also  altered  once  again  the  provisions 
relating  to  the  rents  of  tenanted  property,  placing  the  Local 
Authority  in  the  position  of  arbiter  in  relation  to  the  condition  of 
houses  subject  to  rent  control.  The  Act  permits  the  change  in 
status  of  a tenancy  from  a controlled  tenancy  tP  a regulated  tenancy 
with  a consequent  increase  in  rent,  subject  to  the  property  being 
provided  with  essential  amenities,  and  in  good  repair. 

The  Council’s  policy  of  encouraging  the  re-conditioning  of  older 
houses  which  has  been  in  operation  many  years,  has  been  fully 
endorsed  by  subsequent  Government  enactments  and  it  will  bear 
repeating  that,  at  a time  when  the  population  is  increasing  rapidly, 
and  life  expectancy  is  greater,  it  makes  sense  to  do  everything 
possible  to  conserve  the  Nation’s  housing  stock. 


Administration  of  the  Factories  Act*  1937  to  1961 

PART  I 

A.  Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

No.  of 
Premises 
in  Register 

No.  of 
Inspec- 
tions 

No.  of 
Written 
Notices 

No.  of 
Occupiers 
Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Secs.  I,  2,  3,  4, 
and  8 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

7 

____ 

-- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Sec.  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  . . 

80 

45 

2 

_____ 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers)  . . 

49 

___ 

_ 

- 

Total  

136 

45 

2 

— 
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B.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number 

of  cases  where  defects  were 
found 

No.  of  Cases 
in  which 
Prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

to 

H.M.I. 

by 

H.M.I. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i)  . . 









— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temp.  (S.3)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  vent.  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6)  

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  out-work) 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Total 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937  to  1961 

PART  VIII 
OUTWORK 

Three  outworkers  were  listed  in  the  District  during  1970. 
Factories  Act  inspections  are  combined  where  possible  with 
visits  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regula- 
tions, 1960,  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  and  the  Petroleum  Regulations 
etc. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

] Number  of  registered  premises 


receiving  a general  inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices 

25 

Retail  Shops 

36 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

— 

public,  canteens  ... 

7 

Fuel  storage  depots 

1 

Total 

69 

The  working  conditions  of  industrial  workers  have  been  con- 
trolled by  the  Factories  Acts  for  many  years.  This  control  did  not 
apply  to  persons  working  in  offices,  shops,  and  similar  premises, 
who  comprised  a substantial  part  of  the  nation’s  working  popula- 
tion, until  the  advent  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
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Act,  1963.  In  addition  to  the  control  of  cleanliness,  temperature, 
lighting,  ventilation,  and  washing  arrangements,  the  Act  lays  upon 
local  authorities  responsibilities  for  investigating  and  dealing  with 
accidents  arising  on  these  premises. 

Liaison  is  maintained  with  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  and  no 
particular  difficulties  were  experienced  in  operating  this  Act  during 
the  year. 


PETROLEUM  ADMINISTRATION 

Routine  visits  were  made  to  petroleum  installations  during  the 
year  and  the  general  standard  was  found  to  be  satisfactory.  No 
applications  were  received  for  the  establishment  of  new  filling 
stations,  although  several  were  improved  and  modernised.  The 
tendency  to  replace  worn  out  petrol  tanks  with  tanks  of  a larger 
capacity  has  continued  and  it  is  a practice  encouraged  by  the  petrol 
companies. 

A preliminary  enquiry  was  received  concerning  the  installation 
of  a glass  reinforced  plastic  underground  petrol  tank  and  dis- 
cussions have  taken  place  between  Officers  of  this  Department,  the 
Home  Office  and  Representatives  of  the  Company  concerned,  as 
there  are  no  petrol  tanks  made  of  this  material  in  use  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year  against  one  garage  pro- 
prietor for  failure  to  comply  with  the  conditions  attached  to  his 
petroleum  licence,  following  a petroleum  fire  on  his  forecourt.  The 
Magistrates  imposed  a fine  of  £10.00. 


CONCLUSION 

No  report  on  environmental  health  would  be  complete  without 
a reference  to  1970  as  being  European  Conservation  Year.  Many 
enlightened  persons  in  the  European  community  have  made  their 
contributions  to  conservation  and  improvement  of  the  environment. 
One  can  only  express  the  hope  that  in  the  interest  of  this  and 
future  generations  the  improvements  thus  achieved  will  not  be 
dissipated. 

S.  W.  D.  Harris, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector . 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR 

Mr.  J.  S.  Hopkins,  c.eng.,  m.i.mun.e.,  m.r.s.h. 

Refuse  Collection 

The  incentive  bonus  scheme  established  in  January  has  proved 
successful  in  that  productivity  has  increased  and  absenteeism 
lessened.  Generally  the  scheme  has  been  welcomed  by  the  men 
who  have  co-operated  to  the  full  in  its  implementation. 

It  has  become  increasingly  apparent  during  the  year  that  the 
larger  vehicles  arc  proving  their  economy  in  fewer  journeys  to  the 
tip  and  consequently  saving  in  man  hours.  The  weekly  service  has 
been  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  Hardwicke  and  Quedgeley  Scheme  neared  its  completion 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  Upton  St.  Leonards  relief  drainage 
scheme  was  completed  as  was  the  Frampton  extension  of  the 
works.  Approval  was  granted  in  principle  for  the  Ashleworth 
Scheme  to  be  drained  in  conjunction  with  the  Newent  Rural  Dis- 
trict Council  Scheme  and  the  new  design  required,  as  a result  of 
this  change,  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry.  The  Westbury-on- 
Severn  Sewerage  Scheme  has  also  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry. 
The  approval  of  the  Longford  Sewage  Disposal  Works  extension 
was  received  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  work  is  anticipated 
to  commence  early  in  1971. 

Schemes  for  Green  Street  sewerage  and  Nupend  sewerage  were 
submitted  to  the  Minister  and  approval  received.  Work  on  these 
should  commence  at  the  beginning  of  1971. 

. The  Surface  Water  Study  Group  had  established  all  gauging 
stations  by  the  middle  of  the  year  and  the  results  are  now  being 
processed  by  Bristol  University.  Arising  from  their  activities 
remedial  schemes  have  been  put  forward  for  Brockworth  and 
Hardwicke,  the  latter  having  reached  tender  stage. 

For  the  first  time  in  its  history  the  Council  is  now  responsible 
for  all  its  design  services  and  no  Consultant  is  now  being  employed. 
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HOUSING  1970 


Mr.  Healey  of  the  Clerk’s  Department  supplied  me  with  the 
following  figures: 

Number  of  New  Dwellings  erected  during  the  Year: — 

By  the  Council NIL 

By  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

By  Housing  Association  108 

Total  204 


Number  of  Dwellings  under  Construction  at  31st  December  1970: — 
By  the  Council:  — 

Orchard  Rise,  Newnham  13 

By  Private  Enterprise  66 

By  Housing  Association  60 


Total  1 39 


Number  of  Houses  Sold  to  Tenants  in  1970: — NIL 

Number  of  Dwellings  Owned  by  the  Council  at  31st  December 

1970: — 2,221 

Number  of  Applicants  on  Council’s  Housing  List: — 

At  31st  December,  1969  594 

At  31st  December,  1970  540 

Housing  Progress 

Number  of  dwellings  erected  from  1st  April,  1945  to  31st 
December  1970:  — 

By  the  Council  and  Housing  Associations  ...  2,484 

By  Private  Enterprise  6,679 
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